As of 8/30/04, these are the 42 Co-Sponsors and the date they signed:
	Rep Baldwin, Tammy 
[WI-2] - 7/9/2004
	Rep Bell, Chris 
[TX-25] - 7/8/2003

	Rep Bishop, Sanford D., [GA-2] - 2/25/2004
	Rep Christensen, Donna [VI] - 7/21/2004

	Rep Clay, Wm. Lacy 
[MO-1] - 5/20/2004
	Rep Davis, Susan A. [CA-53] - 7/21/2004

	Rep DeLauro, Rosa L. 
[CT-3] - 6/2/2003
	Rep Doyle, Michael F. [PA-14] - 11/18/2003

	Rep Filner, Bob 
[CA-51] - 1/28/2004
	Rep Ford, Harold E., [TN-9] - 6/2/2003

	Rep Frost, Martin 
[TX-24] - 5/15/2003
	Rep Green, Gene 
[TX-29] - 6/9/2004

	Rep Grijalva, Raul M. 
[AZ-7] - 11/18/2003
	Rep Gutierrez, Luis V. [IL-4] - 6/2/2003

	Rep Hall, Ralph M. 
[TX-4] - 5/20/2004
	Rep Inslee, Jay 
[WA-1] - 2/25/2004

	Rep Kaptur, Marcy 
[OH-9] - 1/20/2004
	Rep Kildee, Dale E. 
[MI-5] - 4/20/2004

	Rep Lampson, Nick 
[TX-9] - 6/9/2004
	Rep Lantos, Tom 
[CA-12] - 5/15/2003

	Rep Larson, John B. 
[CT-1] - 5/15/2003
	Rep Lofgren, Zoe 
[CA-16] - 6/2/2003

	Rep Maloney, Carolyn B. [NY-14] - 5/15/2003
	Rep McGovern, James [MA-3] - 3/3/2004

	Rep McNulty, Michael R. [NY-21] - 6/9/2004
	Rep Nadler, Jerrold [NY-8] - 1/28/2004

	Rep Napolitano, Grace F. [CA-38] - 1/28/2004
	Rep Norwood, Charlie [GA-9] - 1/20/2004

	Rep Oberstar, James L. [MN-8] - 10/15/2003
	Rep Olver, John W. [MA-1] - 2/25/2004

	Rep Payne, Donald M. 
[NJ-10] - 11/18/2003
	Rep Price, David E. [NC-4] - 6/21/2004

	Rep Ruppersberger, C. A.  [MD-2] - 3/3/2004
	Rep Sanchez, Linda T. [CA-39] - 4/20/2004

	Rep Slaughter, Louise  [NY-28] - 7/9/2004
	Rep Stark, Fortney 
[CA-13] - 4/20/2004

	Rep Strickland, Ted 
[OH-6] - 7/9/2004
	Rep Tiberi, Patrick J. [OH-12] - 5/15/2003

	Rep Upton, Fred 
[MI-6] - 7/8/2003
	Rep Wexler, Robert [FL-19] - 5/15/2003

	Rep Wilson, Joe 
[SC-2] - 5/15/2003
	Rep Woolsey, Lynn C. [CA-6] - 2/25/2004


Please urge your Representatives to Co-Sponsor this Act if they are not listed above.  You can find out who your Representatives are and how to call, write or e-mail them at:

http://congress.org/congressorg/home/
http://capwiz.com/cl/dbq/officials/ or
http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/
There is a prepared letter that you can copy, paste, add to, sign and send by typing the following URL into your browser:

http://www.painfoundation.org/page.asp?menu=1&item=7&file=PCPA2003_Action.htm
About the AMA Position on Pain Management Using Opioid Analgesics

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/11541.html
If you don’t have a computer call your

State’s Legislative Information Office.

This brochure was designed, developed and produced by Dorothy Ross, President,
Friends in Pain Supporting Online (FIPSO)

http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/fipso/
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SUMMARY:   NATIONAL PAIN CARE POLICY ACT OF 2003

Section 1: Short Title
Provides that the title of the bill shall be the "National Pain Care Policy Act of 2003."

Section 2: White House Conference on Pain Care
Authorizes a White House Conference on Pain Care. The purposes of the conference would be to:

· Increase the awareness of pain as a significant public health problem 

· Assess the adequacy of diagnosis and treatment of pain care 

· Identify barriers to appropriate pain care 

· Establish an agenda for the Decade of Pain Control and Research, stimulating public and private sector efforts to improve the state of pain care research, education, and clinical care by the year 2010 

Section 3: National Center for Pain and Palliative Care Research
Establishes a National Center for Pain and Palliative Care Research at the National Institutes of Health. Primary functions of the Center would include:

· Supporting clinical and basic science research into the causes and effective treatments for pain 

· Initiating a comprehensive program of collaborative interdisciplinary research among schools, colleges, and universities 

· Establishing a national agenda for conducting and supporting pain research, including acute pain, cancer and HIV-related pain, chronic and 
· intractable pain, and other painful conditions 

· Coordinating all pain research and related activities being carried out at NIH 

· Issuing an annual report on the state of public and private funding for pain care research 

· Establishes a National Pain and Palliative Care Research Center Advisory Board at NIH 

· Authorizes six regional pain research centers 

· Requires a national consensus conference of prominent researchers and clinicians in the field of pain care research and treatment 

Section 4: Pain Care Education and Training
Requires the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) to: 

· Collect and disseminate protocols and evidence-based practices regarding pain and palliative care clinicians and the general public 

· Fund education and training programs for health care professionals in pain and palliative care 

Section 5: Public Awareness Campaign on Pain Management
Requires the Secretary of DHHS to develop and implement a national outreach and awareness campaign to educate consumers, patients, families and other caregivers on:

· The significance of pain as a national public health problem 

· The risks to patients if pain is not properly treated 

· The availability of treatment options for different types of pain 

· The patient’s right to have pain assessed and treated across health care settings 

· Where patients and other consumers can go for help in dealing with pain 

Section 6: Pain Care Initiative in Military Health Facilities
Requires the Secretary of Defense to develop and implement a pain care initiative in all military 
health care facilities to ensure that all personnel receiving treatment in military health care facilities are assessed for pain at the time of admission or initial treatment, and that they receive appropriate pain care.

Section 7: Pain Care Standards in Medicare+Choice Plans
Requires managed health care plans that offer Medicare+Choice plans to older persons to offer appropriate care for the treatment of patients in pain, including specialty and tertiary care for patients with intractable pain.

Section 8: Pain Care Standards in TRICARE Plans
Requires similar protections for military personnel and dependents enrolled in TRICARE plans.

Section 9: Annual Report on Medicare Expenditures for Pain Care Services
Requires CMS to submit to Congress an annual report on Medicare expenditures for pain and palliative care.

Section 10: Pain Care Initiative in Veterans Health Care Facilities
Requires the Secretary of the VA to develop and implement a pain care initiative in all VA health care facilities to ensure that all veterans receiving treatment in those facilities are assessed for pain at the time of admission or initial treatment, and that they receive appropriate pain care.
PLEASE TAKE ACTION NOW!

The first comprehensive


federal pain care bill, 


The National Pain


Care Policy Act,


HR.1863, 


has been introduced


into Congress.





� EMBED Photoshop.Image.7 \s ���


Last year, Congressman


Mike Rogers (R-MI) 


introduced 


H.R. 1863, 


the National Pain Care


Policy Act of 2003


in the House of 


Representatives.  The bill


is an exceptional step


toward gaining federal


recognition of the importance


of pain as a critical and


unanswered health care


problem in our nation.
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